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L a st  ye a r ,  I  wo r ke d  o n  a  g ro u p  p ro j e c t  fo r  a  m e c h a n i c a l
e n g i n e e r i n g  d e s i g n  c o u r s e .  O u r  t a s k  wa s  t o  d eve l o p  a  s m a l l -
s c a l e  w i n d  t u r b i n e  p rot ot y p e  t h a t  c o u l d  e f f i c i e n t l y  ge n e r a t e
p owe r .  T h e  t e a m  c o n s i s t e d  o f  f i ve  m e m b e r s ,  e a c h  a s s i g n e d  t o
s p e c i f i c  ro l e s  l i ke  d e s i g n ,  s i m u l a t i o n ,  f a b r i c a t i o n ,  a n d  t e st i n g .
E a r l y  i n  t h e  p ro j e c t ,  we  re a l i z e d  t h e re  we re  g a p s  i n
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  c a u s e d  d e l a ys  a n d  m i s a l i g n m e n t  b e t we e n
t h e  d e s i g n  a n d  fa b r i c a t i o n  p h a s e s .  

A s  o n e  o f  t h e  t e a m  m e m b e r s  re s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e  d e s i g n  p h a s e ,  I
re a l i z e d  t h a t  b e t t e r  t e a m wo r k  a n d  c o o rd i n a t i o n  we re  e s s e n t i a l
fo r  u s  t o  m e e t  o u r  p ro j e c t  d e a d l i n e s  a n d  d e l i ve r  a  c o h e s i ve
p rot ot y p e .  

I  s u g ge st e d  we  s e t  u p  we e k l y  p rog re s s  m e e t i n g s  w h e re  e a c h
m e m b e r  c o u l d  s h a re  u p d a t e s  a n d  d i s c u s s  c h a l l e n ge s .  I  a l s o
c re a t e d  a  s h a re d  d o c u m e n t  w h e re  we  t r a c ke d  t a s ks ,  d e a d l i n e s ,
a n d  d e p e n d e n c i e s ,  e n s u r i n g  eve r yo n e  s t a ye d  o n  t h e  s a m e  p a ge .
To  f u r t h e r  e n h a n c e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  I  vo l u n t e e re d  t o  h e l p  t h e
fa b r i c a t i o n  t e a m  u n d e r st a n d  d e s i g n  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s ,  s o  t h ey
c o u l d  a l i g n  t h e i r  p ro c e s s e s  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n d e d  p rot ot y p e .  

T h e  i m p rove d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  t a s k  t r a c k i n g  a l l owe d  u s  t o
a d d re s s  i s s u e s  e a r l y  a n d  s t re a m l i n e  o u r  wo r k .  We  c o m p l e t e d  t h e
p rot ot y p e  o n  t i m e  a n d  re c e i ve d  t o p  m a r ks  fo r  o u r  p ro j e c t .  

T h i s  ex p e r i e n c e  t a u g h t  m e  t h e  va l u e  o f  p ro a c t i ve
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  t e a m wo r k ,  w h i c h  I  a m  e a ge r  t o  b r i n g  t o  a n
i n t e r n s h i p  s e t t i n g .
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T e l l i n g  Y o u r  S t o r y
w i t h  C o n f i d e n c e

W h e n  a n swe r i n g  i n t e r v i ew
q u e st i o n s ,  u t i l i z e  t h e  S TA R R
m e t h o d :

S i t u a t i o n :  W h a t  i s  t h e  c o n t ex t
a n d  b a c k g ro u n d ?
Ta s k :  W h a t  wa s  t h e  a s k  o r  t h e
a s s i g n m e n t  i n  q u e st i o n ?
A c t i o n :  H ow  d i d  yo u  re s p o n d  t o
t h e  s i t u a t i o n ?
R e s u l t :  W h a t  h a p p e n e d
b e c a u s e  o f  yo u r  a c t i o n s?
R e f l e c t i o n :  W h y  d o e s  i t  a p p l y
t o  t h e  ro l e  yo u ’ re  a p p l y i n g  fo r ?

Example Answer:
Describe a situation where you had to
demonstrate strong teamwork skills.


