Handbell Auditions at Concordia University

Irvine, California
06-1023
Handbells are a unique medium and many promising ringers have had only large-ensemble experience, yet some come to us with significant solo experience; thus these guidelines help to assess the candidate’s current level of technique, musicianship, and ability, as well as potential for growth and learning whether or not the candidate has had solo experience​
In person (preferred):

a. 
Play excerpts of your part from one or two pieces you have performed in any handbell ensemble.  

b.
Clap or play a variety of rhythms at sight in various meters.

c. 
Play an excerpt (such as F5-G5 with accidentals) provided by us at or before the audition. 

d. 
Perform one or two solo pieces appropriate to your experience in solo ringing, if at all possible.  If not experienced in solo ringing, any simple tune such as a hymn or folk song you can play by ear or from notation would be appropriate.  “Jesus Loves Me” is one basic example that would work well.  If experienced in solo ringing, present one or two items that represent your current level of skill and musicianship.

If performing a solo piece and need an accompanist, please provide your own accompanist or request one from us at least two weeks before the audition.  An accompanist is not required but certainly encouraged as it may be essential to a truly musical performance.

e.
If possible you may play along with one of Concordia’s ensembles during rehearsal.

By video (if the candidate is distant): 

Send a VHS or 8 mm videotape, VCD, or DVD, clearly labeled with your name, address, and contact information, with separate printed list of contents including the following:

a. 
about 10 minutes of the candidate in solo and/or ensemble of any size in rehearsal or performance of two or three well-prepared selections with the candidate clearly visible at all times.  Some zooming to show both individual and group is helpful.    

b. 
five minutes or more of the candidate:

1. working on his/her own part of an ensemble piece, perhaps with an accompanist playing parts or 

2. performing a solo piece (if not experienced in solo ringing, he/she can use a hymn tune or folk song.)   

To arrange an audition please contact:


The Music Department, Concordia University, 1530 Concordia West, Irvine, CA 92612

Email  Music Office: music@cui.edu 
For handbell information: handbells@cui.edu 

Phone:       ext. 1525     

ext. 1527
